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Abstract
Throughout historical ages, Gaza has been viewed 

amongst the most important cities of Palestine. The 

historic centre of Gaza is among the most important 

sites in the city as it bustles with business activities and 

is the place of major historic sites, and cultural and 

architectural legacy in the region. The city of Gaza 

used to have several public baths which were built 

to meet the hygiene and health needs of the local 

inhabitants. Furthermore, they played an important 

social role as gathering places for socio-cultural 

events, parties and meetings. It is most unfortunate 

that a large number of these baths have disappeared, 

apart from the Samarah bath in Al-Zaitoun 

neighbourhood at the heart of the old city. Hence, 

the preservation of this unique genuine heritage 

building is of high importance.  This paper attempts 

to establish key scenarios to integrate the hammām 

into the Old City urban fabric. The study is based on 

the hypothesis stating that a sustainable approach 

can be achieved by associating the hammām to 

its urban context. Thus, the hammām will constitute 

an important part of a touristic tour including the 

main urban entities composing the old City: Al-Omari 

Mosque, Qisaria Market, Pasha Palace and Khan Al-

Zait. Three main scenarios will be proposed, analyzed 

and explored. The study concludes by suggesting an 

appropriate scenario for the adaptive re-use of the 

building, in order to preserve the hammam. 

Keywords: 
Hammam /  Public  bath, the  o ld c ity o f Gaza ; 

arc hite c tura l c o nse rvatio n, urban he ritage . 

Introduction

He ritage  is c o nside re d as o ne  o f the  c o nstitue nts 

that pre se rve  c ultura l and natio nal ide ntity 

o f a  c o mmunity. Pre se rving  the  arc hite c tura l 

he ritage  o f o ur c o mmunity is an impo rtant 

e nde avo ur. Cultura lly, histo ric  buildings re mind 

us o f o ur ro o ts and add de pth and c harac te r 

to  the  built e nviro nme nt by pro viding  a  unique  

ide ntity fo r the  urban struc ture  o f a  c ity. Histo ric  

buildings de live r unique  style s and te c hnic a l 

inno vatio ns, highlighting  o ngo ing  c re ativity and 

inge nuity, as we ll as re minding  c o mmunitie s 

o f the ir distinc tive  life style s fro m the  past. 

The  c o nse rvatio n and re sto ratio n o f histo ric  

buildings and site s will inc re ase  aware ne ss 

abo ut the  c ity g re at asse ts, and e nc o urage  the  

utilisatio n o f anc ie nt arc hite c tura l e le me nts in 

c o nte mpo rary arc hite c ture  to  be  re spo nsive  to  

c ultura l he ritage . Aware ne ss o f c ultura l he ritage  

wo uld he lp pre se rve  and ac hie ve  a  ba lanc e d 

e nviro nme nt whic h re fle c ts bo th past o rig ina lity 

and ac tual mo de rnity.
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Arc hite c ture  is vie we d as o ne  o f the  basic  

landmarks o f humanity be c ause  o f its 

distinguishe d mate ria l, e mo tio nal and human 

e xiste nc e . The re fo re , the  c o nse rvatio n o f the  

histo ric  Samarah bath is o f high impo rtanc e  

fo r the  c ity o f Gaza . Samarah hammam is 

c o nside re d as a  he ritage  building  and an 

urban landmark c harac te rise d by a  spe c ific  

arc hite c ture  and a  disappe aring  urban 

func tio n. The  re se arc h c arrie d o ut o n hammam 

Samarah is base d o n a  syste matic  study o f 

the  e xisting  status o f the  struc ture , in o rde r to  

pro vide  an asse ssme nt o f the  pre se nt situatio n 

o f the  bath’ s diffe re nt aspe c ts ac c o rding  to  the  

pro po se d me tho do lo gy whic h a ims to  de ve lo p 

an advanc e d analysis o f the  func tio nality o f 

the  building . It o ffe rs a lte rnative s whic h wo uld 

he lp pre se rve  this histo ric  struc ture  as o ne  o f 

the  mo st impo rtant buildings in the  Gaza  Strip. 

In ide ntifie s the  damage s inc urre d the re in 

and finally draws guide line s to  e nsure  a  so und 

me tho do lo g ic a l do c ume ntatio n o f the  bath 

and the  applic atio n o f prac tic a l so lutio ns in the  

pre se rvatio n pro c e ss by inc luding  adaptive  re -

use  sc e nario s. 

Background 

Historical development of the Old Town of 

Gaza: 

Gaza  was fo unde d during  the  Canaanite  

age  (3000 B.C.), and has a  lo ng  histo ry and 

anc ie nt c ivilizatio n. As a  Canaanite  c ity, Gaza  

is c o nside re d as o ne  o f the  o lde st c itie s in the  

wo rld at large  as de sc ribe d by many histo rians. 

Gaza  was sa id to  me an stro ng , tre asure s o r 

sto re s. Pe rsians c a lle d it (Hazato ), while  the  

Arabs c a lle d it (Gaza  o f Hashe m) a fte r Hashe m 

bin abd Manaf, g randfathe r o f the  pro phe t 

( PBUH) who  die d o n his re turn fro m Syria . His 

to mb is in the  mo sque  name d a fte r him Said 

Hashim Mo sque  in Al-Dara j o ld ne ighbo urho o d. 

The  o lde st kno wn inhabitants o f Gaza  we re  

the  Canaanite s, the re afte r the  Pale stinians (Al-

Mubaid, 1995). Old Gaza  was built o n a  hill 45 

m highe r than se a  le ve l. Whe n the  c ity g re w, 

buildings e xte nde d no rth, e ast and so uth (Al-

Are f, 1943). Old Gaza  is divide d into  two  parts: 

the  e aste rn part whic h inc lude s Al-Shija iya  

ne ighbo urho o d name d a fte r “Shujauddin 

Othman b in Alkan Al-Kurdi” who  me t martyrdo m 

the re  during  the  c rusade s wars. The  we ste rn 

part inc lude s the  walle d o ld to wn with its o ld 

quarte rs Al-Tuffah, Al-Za ito un and Al-Darj (Al-

Dabagh, 1996).  

Due  to  its strate g ic  po sitio n be twe e n Asia  and 

Afric a , Gaza  was a  pro spe ro us trade  c e ntre , 

lo c ate d o n the  anc ie nt c o asta l ro ad linking  

Egypt to  Pale stine  and be yo nd. Gaza  was built 

and c o ntinuo usly de ve lo pe d to  be c o me  a  

transit plac e  whe re  the  trade rs c an re st be fo re  

c o ntinuing  trave lling  to  Asia  and Afric a  (Skaik, 

1980). Thro ugho ut histo ric a l age s, Gaza  has be e n 

vie we d amo ngst the  mo st impo rtant c itie s o f 

Pa le stine . It unde rwe nt many histo ric a l c hange s 

during  the  vario us age s. The  histo ric a l c e ntre  o f 

Gaza  c ity is amo ngst the  mo st impo rtant site s in 

the  c ity and ac c o unts o ve r fo ur hundre ds histo ric  

buildings. Give n the  inc re ase  in the  po pulatio n 

and vario us ac tivitie s during  the  Ayyubid e ra , 

the  c o re  o f the  o ld c ity e xpande d be yo nd the  

limits o f the  surro unding  wall, the re by fo rming  

the  fo ur kno wn o ld ne ighbo urho o ds o f Gaza  

c ity: The  Tuffah (Apple ), The  Za ito un (Olive s), 

Al-Shuja ’ iyya  (Brave s)  and Al-Dara j ( Ste ps) 

(Dawo d, 2005). 

To day, Gaza  strip is still the  lo c atio n o f se ve ra l 
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histo ric a l site s in spite  o f the  aggre ssive  

de mo litio n pro c e sse s o f its arc hite c tura l he ritage  

and histo ry. The se  site s are  mainly lo c ate d in the  

c e ntra l histo ric  part o f Gaza  c ity (Al-Mubaid, 

1987). Mo sque s, c hurc he s, public  buildings 

and private  re side ntia l ho use s c o nstitute  the  

main histo ric  buildings. Ho we ve r the  majo rity 

o f histo ric a l site s in Gaza  are  re side ntia l are as 

c o mpo se d o f ho use s built during  the  Otto man 

pe rio d with an age  rang ing  fro m 100 to  400 

ye ars.  Only a  small numbe r o f the se  ho use s are  

still in use  while  many o the rs have  be e n e ithe r 

misuse d o r de se rte d. Aggre ssio n, de mo litio n, 

misuse , the  ne g le c t o f histo ric a l buildings, and 

the  lac k o f aware ne ss o f the  ge ne ra l public  and 

lo c a l autho ritie s c o nstitute  the  main dange rs 

thre ate ning  this he ritage . It is be lie ve d that, if 

this situatio n re mains fo r fe w mo re  ye ars, many 

histo ric a l buildings and site s will to ta lly disappe ar, 

and thus will be  wipe d fro m what is le ft in the  

histo ry o f Gaza . The re fo re , a ll e ffo rts sho uld be  

c o mbine d to  save  the  re maining  arc hite c tura l 

he ritage  and to  le ave  it in the  be st situatio n fo r 

the  ne xt ge ne ratio ns.

The  o ld c ity o f Gaza  use d to  ac c o mmo date  

se ve ra l baths spre ad thro ugho ut its quarte rs. The  

traditio nal bath had the  do uble  ro le  o f hyg ie nic  

and e nte rta inme nt spac e , whic h re fle c ts a  

lavish style  o f so c ia l life  as the  Muslim sc ho lar Ibn 

Khaldo un lo o ke d at it be ing  a  c rite rio n o f the  

we lfare  o f a  c ity.  

Fig ure  1: Ae ria l pho to  o f Ga za  

City sho wing  the  o ld  to wn (limits 

in re d  line s) a nd  Sa ma ra h Ba th 

(re d  spo t) (So urc e : Autho rs).
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The  list o f the  e xisting  and vanishe d baths o f 

Gaza  is as fo llo w:

• Al-Askar (tro o ps) Bath, lo c ate d to  the  we st o f 

Al-Omari Mo sque  - (vanishe d).

• Al-Pasha  Bath: The  Pasha  private  bath, 

lo c ate d at the  e nd o f the   Bo sta  (po st) ro ad. 

The  Pasha  use d to  c o mmute  be twe e n the  

pa lac e ,  

the  mo sque  (Al-Sa ’ ada  Mo sque ) and the  bath 

– (vanishe d).

• Al-Suwaihi Bath in Al-Shuja i’ ya  quarte r- 

(vanishe d).

• Al-Suk Bath ne ighbo ring  Qisaria  marke t– 

(vanishe d).

• Samarah Bath: The  o nly re maining  bath in 

Gaza  and is lo c ate d dire c tly be hind Khan Al-

Za it a t the  so uthe rn side  (pre se ntly So uth o f 

Abu Rahma c o mme rc ia l building ).  

The  bath fe ature s diffe r ac c o rding  to  the  nature  

o f its e nd use rs who  c o uld be  military tro o ps o r c ity 

inhabitants. The y are  mainly public  ame nitie s, 

lo c ate d within the  urban c o mple xe s, whic h are  

usually c o mpo se d o f ho using  buildings, marke ts, 

inns and age nc ie s  suc h as the  Suk (marke t) 

bath o r Samarah bath, while  a  small numbe r o f 

the se  baths we re   ve ry private  suc h as that o f 

the  Pasha .  

Description of the socio-economic and 

demographic distribution of the neighbouring 

region

Samarah Bath is lo c ate d in the  histo ric  Al- 

Za ito un Quarte r whic h is c o nside re d o ne  o f the  

busie st and o ve rpo pulate d are as o f the  c ity. 

Area name Total

No rth Ga za  265980

Ga za  492621

De ir Al-Ba la h 202707

Kha n Yo unis 271787

Ra fa h 166701

Table  1: Gaza  Strip Po pulatio n in 2004 ac c o rding  to  Are as.                             

So urc e : Pa le stinian Info rmatio n Ce nte r(2005).

Figure  2: The  street leading to  Samarah Bath (Sourc e : Authors).                                   Fig ure   3: The  e ntranc e  o f Samarah Bath (So urc e : Autho rs).                                  
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It is appare nt fro m the  tab le  1, that Gaza  City 

distric t with a  po pulatio n ne aring  ha lf a  millio n 

pe rso n is the  large st po pulate d are a  in the  

c ity, it is ne ighbo uring  Samarah bath. The  rate  

o f the  urban po pulatio n in Gaza  strip amo unts 

to  63.7% o f the  to ta l po pulatio n while  rura l 

inhabitants rate  amo unts to  5.1%,  and re fuge e  

c amps ( re lative ly urban ) rate  amo unts to  31.2% 

. In additio n, the  po pulatio n inc re asing  rate  in 

Gaza  Strip re ac he s appro ximate ly 3.2%. 

Ano the r impo rtant aspe c t the  de mo graphic  

c o nditio ns in Gaza  is the  age  struc ture . Gaza  

Strip po pulatio n is mainly yo ung , as the  rate  

o f individuals in the  c ate go ry o f 0-14 (ye ars) 

amo unte d to  49.1% in mid  2005, and 48.3% are  

be twe e n 15-64 ye ars, while   o nly 2.6% o f the  

to ta l are  o ve r 65 ye ars o f age . 

Tangible and intangible architectural legacy 

Arc hite c tura l and urban he ritage  has re c e ntly 

turne d into  an impo rtant issue  pre o c c upying  

a ll go ve rnme nts and lo c a l c o mmunitie s, 

partic ularly in Arab  c o untrie s. Furthe rmo re , a  

mo de rn the o ry in arc hite c ture  has re c e ntly 

e me rge d, and whic h e mphasize s the  ro le  o f 

c o nte mpo rary arc hite c ture  to  link me mo ry with 

histo ry and re vive  the  se nse  o f plac e . 

The re  use d to  be  se ve ra l public  baths in Gaza  

c ity. In additio n to  the ir he a lth and hyg ie ne  

ro le s, the y o ffe re d spac e s fo r so c ia l gathe rings 

and e ve nts. As a  sign o f the ir the y we re  so c ia l 

inte gratio n in the  ne ighbo urho o d, baths 

use d to  c lo se  the ir do o rs as a  way o f sho wing  

re spe c t in c ase s o f de ath in the  lo c a lity. It is 

mo st unfo rtunate  that no thing  o f the se  baths 

has re maine d e xc e pt the  Samarah bath in 

Al-Za ito un ne ighbo rho o d at the  he art o f the  

o ld c ity c o nstituting  an impo rtant part o f the  

arc hite c tura l fabric  c o mprising  the  Gre at Omari 

Mo sque , Qisaria  Marke t, Ahmadia  Zawia , Pasha  

Palac e  and Khan Al-Za it, as we ll as the  Gre e k 

Ortho do x Churc h whic h was built in 425 A.D 

(MOG, 1996).

Figure  4: Qisaria  Marke t(e aste rn e ntranc e )- the  o ld c ity o f 

Gaza  (So urc e : Autho rs). 
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Local competent authorities and the bath 

The  bath is a  private ly manage d by its o wne rs. 

The re  are  o the r o ffic ia l and uno ffic ia l partie s 

whic h are  still c o nc e rne d with the  bath suc h 

as the  Munic ipa lity o f Gaza  and the  Ministry 

o f To urism and Antiquitie s. Furthe rmo re , the re  

are  rule s and e thic s fo r taking  c are  o f this bath 

whic h c o uld be  wrappe d up in the  fo llo wing  

(Al-Qe e q  & Al-Wazir, 2007): 

o  The re  are  laws e mphasizing  the  ne c e ssity 

to  pre se rve  and pro te c t he ritage  buildings 

-like  Samarah bath- as an impo rtant c ultura l 

antiquity. 

o  The  pre se nt bath plays a  c e ntra l and impo rtant 

ro le  in the  c ity and pe rfo rms an impo rtant 

func tio n be ing  the  o nly re maining  washing  

fac ility in o ld Gaza . 

o  Go ve rnme nta l institutio ns suc h as the  

Ministry o f To urism and Gaza  Munic ipa lity 

fo c us the  ne c e ssity to  ac tivate  antiquitie s as 

to urist a ttrac tio ns to  re vita lize  the  c o nc e pt o f 

e nte rta inme nt-c ultura l to urism in the  are a . 

o  The  ne c e ssity o f ke e ping  the  histo ric  bath as 

o ne  o f the  mo st impo rtant histo ric a l, arc hite c tura l 

Figure   5: Gre at Omari Mo sque  – the  o ld c ity o f Gaza  

(So urc e : Autho rs). 

Figure  6:  Khan Al-Za it- the  o ld c ity o f Gaza  (De mo lishe din 

the  60s) (So urc e : Autho rs).

Figure  7: Pasha  Palac e  (Al-Radwan)- the  o ld c ity o f 

Gaza(So urc e : Autho rs).
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and c ultura l landmarks in Gaza  Strip in re spe c t 

o f its spe c ific  traditio nal arc hite c ture . 

o  The  ministry o f to urism and the  munic ipa lity 

suppo rt this kind o f pro je c ts fo r its impo rtanc e  

and vita lity in pro viding  public  se rvic e s to  the  

ne ighbo urho o d po pulatio n in spe c ific  and 

the  inhabitants o f Gaza  and the  pro vinc e  in 

ge ne ra l. 

Existing Situation 

Architectural development of the Samarah 

Bath

The re  is no  ac c urate  dating  indic ating  the  

e xac t date  o f fo unding  the  Samarah Bath. 

Ho we ve r, it is e stimate d that the  building  go e s 

bac k to  the  e arly pe rio d o f the  adve nt o f Islam 

to  Gaza , but was la te r c o mple te ly de mo lishe d 

and unde rwe nt many o pe ratio ns inc luding  

re c o nstruc tio n and late r o n, re viva l. It was 

re vive d by Alamuddin So nqo r Ibn Abdullah, a  

Mamluk princ e  as the  name  was me ntio ne d 

se ve ra l time s o n sto ne  sc ripts fo und in many 

plac e s in the  c ity o f Gaza . By analyzing  the  

histo ric a l sc ripts fo und o n a  marble  sto ne  at the  

Bath’ s e ntranc e  le ading  to  the  lo unge s be fo re  

the  Caldarium, it re ads as fo llo ws: 

“This b le sse d bath was se t up, re vive d and 

c o nstruc te d by po o r wo rshippe r o f Allah, 

Almighty, the  Ayyubid bro the r  So nqo r b in 

Abdullah Al-Muayye di, Guard o f the  Ve il in 

the  guarde d Gaza  , Allah may suppo rt his 

suppo rte rs in the  ye ar “550” Five  Hundre d and 

fifty , Allah may fo rg ive  him.”  It c an be  no tic e d 

that the  te xt a ttribute s the  pro c e ss o f se tting  up, 

re viva l and c o nstruc tio n to  Al- Muayye di. This 

do e s no t be ar the  me aning  o f the  be g inning  o f 

fo undatio n sinc e  re viva l me ans impro ve me nt 

and de ve lo pme nt o f so me thing  a lre ady in 

e xiste nc e , a  thing  whic h is mo st like ly.
  

The  te xt o f sto ne  sc ripts c arry a  date  go ing  bac k 

to  the  ye ar 550 Hijri. This do e s ne e d ve rific atio n 

be c ause  the  date  c o inc ide s with the  de struc tio n 

o f Gaza  at the  hands o f Crusade rs, who  e nte re d 

the  c ity, re tre ate d and the n o c c upie d it o nc e  

aga in. The re fo re , the re  are  so me  re se rvatio ns 

that the  ac t o f bath re viva l c o uld have  take n 

plac e  at this date . The  sto ne  tile  whic h c arrie d 

the  sc ript o f the  re viva l and c o nstruc tio n date  

do e s no t indic ate  the  full c o nstruc tio n o f the  

bath but c o uld o nly po int to  parts o f that. Apart 

fro m that, the  study o f whe the r the  tile  is o rig ina l 

and ge nuine  o r has be e n mo ve d fro m ano the r 

building  is c ruc ia l. The  date  might be  550 o r 750 

Hijri , but the  la tte r is mo re  like ly if we  c o nside r 

that So nqo r is the  same  So nqo r me ntio ne d in 

o the r plac e s. Ce rta in histo rians vie w that the  

re a l re vive r o f the  bath was “Owe is Pasha” who , 

during  the  Otto man rule , gave  it as a  pre se nt 

to  his wife  o f Al-Radwan family – a  go ve rning  

family during  the  Otto man Empire . Ano the r 

marble  sto ne  was fo und, whic h it is be lie ve d, was 

plac e d in the  wate r supply at the  we ste rn part o f 

the  bath. Ac c o rding  to  the  bath landlo rds, the  

wate r supply was de stro ye d in the  e arly sixtie s 

as a  re sult o f de mo lishing  parts o f the  we ste rn 

faç ade  whic h was turne d into  te xtile  sho ps. 

This sto ne  c arrie d the  sc ript: “  In the  name  o f 

Allah, mo st me rc iful , mo st c o mpassio nate : This 

b le sse d bo wl  has be e n c o nstruc te d se e king  

the  satisfac tio n o f  Ge ne ro us Allah by Al-Muqqir 

Al-Shamsi Emir So nqo r Ibn Abdullah Al-Muayyidi, 

Guard o f the  Ve il in the  guarde d Gaza , May 

Allah suppo rt his suppo rte rs, Pe ac e  be  upo n 

Mo hamme d.” 

In additio n to  the  a fo re sa id, it is no tic e able  that 

the  bath is appro ximate ly two  me te rs lo we r 
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than the  pre se nt c ity stre e t le ve l and is para lle l 

to  the  le ve l o f Al Omari Gre at Mo sque , State  

Cle rk Mo sque  and Pe rfe rio s Ortho do x Churc h. 

This c o nfirms the  histo ric a l re latio nship that go e s 

bac k to  the  Mamluk and Ayyubid e ras whic h 

inc re ase s the  impo rtanc e  o f the  building  (Al-

Qe e q  & Al-Masri, 2007). 

In additio n to  the  a fo re sa id, it is no tic e able  that 

the  bath is appro ximate ly two  me te rs lo we r 

than the  pre se nt c ity stre e t le ve l and is para lle l 

to  the  le ve l o f Al Omari Gre at Mo sque , State  

Cle rk Mo sque  and Pe rfe rio s Ortho do x Churc h. 

This c o nfirms the  histo ric a l re latio nship that go e s 

bac k to  the  Mamluk and Ayyubid e ras whic h 

inc re ase s the  impo rtanc e  o f the  building  (Al-

Qe e q  & Al-Masri, 2007). 

Architectural description:
 

Plan

Like  its Ro man and Byzantine  pre de c e sso rs, 

Islamic  baths we re  c o mpo se d o f thre e  main 

ro o ms o r spac e s whic h are  the  disro b ing  

(c hang ing ) ro o m, the  first ro o m (inte rme diate ), 

and the  c a ldarium (ho t ro o m). The  hammam 

use s a  hypo c aust he ating  syste m and 

ac c o mmo date s o the r se c o ndary spac e s 

(Lam’ ie , S., and Base s o f Arc hite c tura l De sign in 

the  Islamic  age s). 

The  e ntranc e  is usually in the  fo rm o f L- shape d 

c o rrido r. It le ads to  the  disro b ing  ro o m. The  spac e  

is de signe d fo r c hang ing  c lo the s and waiting  

be fo re  and a fte r bathing . Bathe rs usually ta lks 

and so c ia lize  the re in, while  drinks and smo king  

pipe s (arge la ) are  se rve d. In Samarah bath, the  

disro b ing  spac e  c o mprise s o f a  square  ha ll in 

the  midst o f whic h stands a  pe ntago nal marble  

fo unta in. Two  patio s (iwan) o pe n to wards the  

main c hang ing  ro o m spac e  and the ir flo o r is 

Figure  8: Plan o f Samarah Bath. ( So urc e : Ce nte r fo r 

Arc hite c tura l He ritage , IUG). 

Figure  9: The  do me s c o ve r the  take  o ff spac e  (So urc e : 

Autho rs).
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o ne  ste p highe r than that o f the  c e ntra l spac e . 

The  c e iling  is c o ve re d by a  do me  pie rc e d and 

de c o rate d with c o lo ure d g lass bulbs, and is 

to ppe d with a  smalle r do me . In the  No rthe rn 

side  o f the  disro b ing  spac e , the re  is a  do o r with 

a  ho rse  sho e  arc h. It le ads to  the  to ile ts in o ne  

side , and in the  o the r side  to  the  first ro o m whic h 

is an e mpty spac e  fo r sitting  be fo re  and a fte r 

bathing  in the  ho t ro o m. This spac e  is fo r the  

bathe r to  adapt to  the  hat inside  the  ho t ro o m 

o r c a ldarium. It is a  re c tangular lo unge  with a  

ra ise d flo o r.

The  first ro o m is c o ve re d with a  ha lf-c irc le  para lle l 

vault with g lass bulbs o pe nings. The  e quiva le nt 

spac e  in Ro man baths is c a lle d the  tipe darium. 

At the  far e nd o f the  first ro o m, the re  is a  small 

do o r o pe ning , whic h le ads to  the  c a ldarium 

whic h is a  re c tangular spac e  with two  private  

small ro o ms o ne  o f the m has the  ho t plunge  

po o l (maghtas). 

The  re c tangular c a ldarium in whic h pe o ple  

bathe  is c o ve re d by a  huge  shallo w do me  o f 

ave rage  he ight, with o pe nings pie rc e d by 

c o lo ure d g lass bulbs. This spac e  re se mble s to  

the  Caldarium in the  Ro man baths. As use d in 

mo st o f Arab  baths, the  Samarah Bath do e s no t 

have  the  Ro man so -c a lle d Frig idarium whic h 

c o nsists o f ro o ms with c o ld wate r to  be  use d 

a fte r the  ho t bath. The  me tho d o f he ating  is 

similar to  that use d in Ro man baths by using  the  

ste am re sulting  fro m he ating  the  wate r. The  so  

c a lle d Hypo c austum by the  Ro mans (fire  ho use ) 

e xists in the  So uth We ste rn part o f Samarah 

bath. Wate r is he ate d in a  c o ppe r po t o ve r an 

o ve n, and flo ws to  the  bathing  plac e s in pipe s, 

while  smo ke  re sulting  fro m c o mbustio n is pulle d 

o ut thro ugh spe c ia l c himne ys.  

 

Analysis of the plan 

The  plan o f the  Samarah bath sho ws that it is 

o rie nte d to wards inward and ke e ps privac y. 

The  he ight o f spac e s is diffe re nt ac c o rding  to  

the  diffe re nc e  in func tio ns. The  bath is unique ly 

distinguishe d fro m o the rs built during  past 

Islamic  age s by the  fac t that the  take  o ff spac e  

c o mprise d o nly two  lo unge s inste ad o f thre e  

o r fo ur as pre se nt in the  Caire ne  hammam al-

Figure   10: The  So uth patio  (iwan) o pe ns to wards the  take  o ff  

spac e  (So urc e : Autho rs).

Figure  11: Se c tio n 1-1  - Samarah Bath. ( So urc e : Ce nte r fo r 

Arc hite c tura l He ritage , IUG).
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Tambali (12th Hijri Ce ntury /  18th Ce ntury A.D).

Management and maintenance activities 

Re gular mainte nanc e  o f the  bath de pe nd 

o n the  o pe ratio nal c o st as o wne rs c arry o ut 

pe rio dic a l mainte nanc e  wo rk de pe nding  o n 

financ ia l c irc umstanc e s and re so urc e s. The  

mainte nanc e  mainly c o nsists o f c o nstruc tio n 

ite ms in the  bath suc h as inte rnal plaste re d 

fro nts, re pairing  wate r supply piping , se wage  

ne two rks, white washing , fixture s mainte nanc e  

and flo o r re pairs to  suit the ir use  and within 

the  ava ilab le  financ ia l re so urc e s. It sho uld be  

indic ate d that mainte nanc e  ac tivitie s are  

unde rtake n ac c o rding  to  an annual pro gram 

whe n busine ss is lo w in re c e iving  visito rs o f the  

bath during  the  summe r se aso n o r the  mo nth 

o f fasting  “Ramadhan”, and c o nse que ntly time  

wo uld be  the n suitab le  fo r c arrying  o ut re quire d 

mainte nanc e  o pe ratio ns witho ut ne ithe r 

a ffe c ting  the  use rs c o nve nie nc e  and no r the  

hammam usage . The  nature  fo r whic h the  bath 

is use d as we ll as the  c o nstant high humidity in 

the  inte rnal spac e s due  to  the  nature  o f usage  

c ause  fast c o rro sio n o f the  traditio nal laye r o f 

plaste r o f the  inte rnal fro nts whic h pro mpts 

re gular mainte nanc e  in traditio nal plaste r to  

pre se rve  the  o rig ina l mate ria l o f the  sto ne s. 

Main Scenarios of Future Conceptions 
 

Challenges facing the sustainable usage of the 

hammam 

Decision-making trends: 

The  inve stigatio n c arrie d o ut in this study, sho ws 

that the  hammam stake ho lde rs suc h as the  

hammam o wne rs and the  re le vant c o mpe te nt 

autho ritie s are  stro ng ly willing  to  se e  the  bath 

pro pe rly pro te c te d and pre se rve d against the  

c ause s o f we aring  o ut and e xtinc tio n. In fac t, 

the re  is a  tre nd sho wing  the  de sire  to  inc re ase  

and impro ve  the  e ffic ie nc y o f the  bath as a  

public  se rvic e  pro vide r fo r lo c a l inhabitants, and 

to  impro ve  its se rvic e s. The re  is a  stro ng  ke e nne ss 

sho wn by the  bath o wne rs and the  c o mpe te nt 

autho ritie s to  re vive  the  arc hite c tura l and so c ia l 

c harac te r o f this fac ility and ac tivate  its ro le  as 

a  link with the  c o mmunity. 

Challenges of sustainability: 

The  hammam o wne rs e xe rte d gre at e ffo rts in 

the  c ause  o f its pre se rvatio n a ll a lo ng  the  past 

pe rio d thro ugh the  go o d use , pre se rvatio n o f 

its fac ilitie s, and pro te c tio n against a ll type s o f 

o utwe ar that may c ause  damage  to  it. The y 

Figure  12: Plan o f Samarah bath illustrating  inte rnal spac e . 

(So urc e : Autho rs). 
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c o ntac te d the  partie s c o nc e rne d with the  

pro te c tio n and re no vatio n o f the  histo ric a l 

buildings and suc c e e de d in re no vating  parts o f 

the  bath at se ve ra l stage s. 

Stage  1: Re sto ratio n o f the  main spac e s o f the  

c hang ing  ro o m (the  so uthe rn lo unge  and the  

e aste rn lo unge  o f the  bath) was ac c o mplishe d 

thro ugh the  He ritage  Arc hite c ture  Re no vatio n 

Ce ntre  (pre vio usly Arc hite c tura l Re no vatio n 

Unit) thanks to  a  ge ne ro us do natio n fro m the  

Quake rs fo undatio n, Pa le stinian Yo uth Se rvic e  

Pro gram and in c o o pe ratio n with the  bath 

o wne rs. 

Stage  2: Re sto ratio n o f the  middle  spac e  o f the  

c hang ing  ro o m, inte rme diate  ro o m, inte rnal 

c o rrido rs, to ile ts, insulatio n o f the  c e ilings, the  fire  

ro o m, lo gs sto re , he ating  po ts and the  c himne y 

was ac c o mplishe d. Amo ng  the  mo st impo rtant 

aspe c ts o f a  susta inable  future  fo r the  hammam 

is the  ne c e ssity to  re no vate  the  re maining  parts 

o f the  bath to ge the r with mainta ining  the  

a lre ady re no vate d parts, as five  ye ars have  

a lre ady passe d sinc e  the  last re sto ratio n wo rk 

was c o mple te d. 

Stage  3: Re sto ratio n wo rk ne e ds to  be  c arrie d 

o ut o n the  bathing  spac e s (ho t ro o m), sinks, and 

inte rnal walls, whic h suffe re d inte nse  damage s. 

The  ne e d fo r an imme diate  and quic k re sto ratio n 

is impo rtant fo r the  surviva l o f the  hammam. 

Main Scenarios for the Integration of Samrah 

Bath in the Urban Fabric of the Old City 
 

Be c ause  o f its inc o mparability and its so c io -

histo ric a l impo rtanc e , the  c o nse rvatio n 

o f Samarah bath has to  inc lude  two  

c o mple me ntary the me s. The  first o ne  is the  

pre se rvatio n and mainte nanc e  o f the  bath itse lf, 

and the  se c o nd is the  inte gratio n o f the  bath 

in the  o ld c ity’ s urban fabric  thro ugh diffe re nt 

type s o f inte rve ntio ns. The  fo llo wing  are  so me  o f 

the  inte rve ntio ns that a im to  the  pre se rvatio n o f 

the  bath and its inte gratio n in the  o ld c ity. 

The  de ve lo pme nt o f a  traditio nal to urist c irc uit: 

Hammam Samarah is lo c ate d in the  c e ntre  o f 

the  o ld c ity o f Gaza  and inte rme diate s so me  

o f the  mo st impo rtant and we ll lasting  histo ric  

buildings in the  are a  suc h as Po rfo rius Ortho do x 

c hurc h, Kate b  Wilaya  mo sque , Al Omary Gre at 

mo sque , Al Qissare a  go ld bazaar and Al Basha  

pa lac e . The se  histo ric  buildings are  se parate d 

by sc atte re d and a lie n urban e ntitie s that a ffe c t 

the  o rig ina l c harac te r o f the  histo ric  are a  and 

its buildings. The  pro po se d pro je c t is to  c re ate  

a  traditio nal ro ute  (abo ut 400 m lo ng ) inside  

the  o ld c ity that paths thro ugh the  me ntio ne d 

histo ric  buildings with the  Hammam as a  c e ntra l 

fo c a l po int. The  ro ute  c o uld be  c re ate d by 

the  e stab lishme nt o f info rmatio n po ints and 

so uve nir sho ps adjac e nt to  e ac h histo ric  

building , traditio nal e le me nts and stre e tsc ape  

that c harac te rize s the  ro ute  fro m o the r parts o f 

the  are a . Finally, e labo rate  a  to urist map and 

bro c hure  fo r the  histo ric  quarte r in ge ne ra l and 

the  to uristic  ro ute  in partic ular. The  disc o ve ry path 

c o uld be  a  do main fo r lo c a l c ultura l and so c ia l 

ac tivitie s. Mo re o ve r, Samarah bath will play a  

majo r ro le  in suc h ac tivitie s and c e le bratio ns. 

The  pro je c t c o uld be  imple me nte d with a  wide  

varie ty o f lo c a l partic ipatio n and witho ut any 

re stric tio ns o r frustratio ns fac ing  its e xe c utio n, 

imple me ntatio n o r mainte nanc e . 
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The  pro po se d pro je c t a ims to  the  de ve lo pme nt 

o f the  ne arby ro ads by c hang ing  the  physic a l 

c harac te r into  an o rig ina l ge nuine  o ne  thro ugh 

the  upgrade  o f ro ads pave me nts using  

traditio nal patte rns, and e nric hing  the  are a  with 

traditio nal stre e tsc ape  like  lighting  units, se ats, 

so uve nir sho ps and o the r e le me nts to  attrac t 

mo re  pe o ple . The  pro je c t a ims to  e nc o urage  

pro pe rty o wne rs to  re furnish the ir sho ps to  se rve  

the  ro ute  ac tivitie s and to  matc h with the  ne w 

c o nc e ptio n o f the  urban spac e s. 

Development of the adjacent land plot; the 

Zemo property 

Ze mo  pro pe rty is abo ut 100m2 pie c e  o f land 

adjac e nt to  the  hammam. It has an attrac tive  

se tting , partic ularly in the  Easte rn part o f the  

hammam. To  the  no rth o f the  site  is Abu Rahma 

o ffic e  b lo c k, a  five  sto re y building  whic h 

re plac e d Khan El-Ze it, o ne  o f the  mo st pro mine nt 

histo ric  buildings in Gaza  and de stro ye d in 

the  middle  o f the  last c e ntury. Pro viding  the  

pro po sa l do e s no t pre judic e  the  c o mpre he nsive  

de ve lo pme nt o f this adjac e nt land, this are a  

is o f signific ant landsc ape  and visual ame nity 

and is o f histo ric a l and landsc ape  impo rtanc e  

and va lue  to  the  Samarah bath. It c an a lso  be  

c o nside re d as an are a  o f to wnsc ape  c harac te r 

whic h is de signate d aro und the  histo ric  c o re  o f 

the  Old City o f Gaza . Te mpo rary struc ture s suc h 

as so uve nir kio sks, and landsc ape  e le me nts will 

o nly be  pe rmitte d, pro vide d the  sc a le , layo ut 

and de ta ile d de sign o f the  de ve lo pme nt are  

c o mpatib le  with the  sc a le  and c harac te r o f 

the  hammam and the  ne ighbo urho o d. Land 

de ve lo pme nt pro po sa ls fo r will be  asse sse d in 

Figure  13: The  pro po se d 

traditio nal to urist to ur in the  o ld 

c ity o f Gaza  with samara  bath 

as a  c e ntre  (Al-Mughani, 2007).
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ac c o rdanc e  with Gaza  Munic ipa lity Planning  

Po lic y and o the r re le vant po lic ie s c o nta ine d 

within the  Spe c ific  Plan. Pro pe rty de ve lo pme nt 

pro po sa ls may be  sub je c t to  phasing  in 

ac c o rdanc e  with the  imple me ntatio n o f the  

munic ipa l infrastruc ture  wo rks.

This pro po sa l is de signate d to  pro te c t the  

he ritage  buildings and the ir surro undings. In 

additio n, the  adjac e nt buildings fac ade s and 

impo rtant e ntranc e s ne e d pro te c tio n. The  

de sign o f de ve lo pme nt pro po sa ls within this site  

sho uld pro te c t the  o rig ina l c harac te ristic s o f 

the  are a , in te rms o f sc a le , fo rm, mate ria ls and 

style . The  c harac te ristic  built fo rm displaye d in 

the  pro po sa l c an a lso  he lp info rm de ve lo pe rs 

in pre paring  de ve lo pme nt pro po sa ls e lse whe re  

in the  Old City to  re info rc e  lo c a l ide ntity. 

The  e xte rnal finishe s and de ta iling , suc h as 

traditio nal windo ws and c o lo ur, sho uld c re ate  a  

ho mo ge ne o us surro unding , linking  struc ture s o f 

varying  age s and arc hite c tura l style s. The  use  o f 

traditio nal arc hite c tura l e le me nts c an g ive  the  

site  a  distinc t and spe c ific  urban fe e l.

The restoration and adaptive reuse of the 

hammam 

The  pro je c t pro po se s to  suppo rt stude nts 

fro m se c o ndary sc ho o ls and o the rs to  visit the  

hammam to  he lp inc re ase  ge ne ra l public  

aware ne ss o f the  Pale stinian c o mmunity 

to wards c ultura l he ritage  as a  majo r ste p o f its 

c o nse rvatio n. Exhib itio ns inside  the  Hammam 

(within the  e ntranc e  ha ll and disro b ing  ro o m) 

will be  he ld fo r the  c ra ftwo rks and aware ne ss 

pro duc ts (e .g . signs, bro c hure s, bo o kle ts, 

pho to graphs, e tc .). This pro je c t c an impro ve  

the  skills o f tho se  who  are  c o nside re d as go o d 

c andidate s to  be c o me  pro fe ssio nal c ra ftsme n. 

Raising  public  aware ne ss fo r c ultura l he ritage  

may inc lude  the  de ve lo pme nt o f ne w we b  

re so urc e s by pro viding  me ans o f re mo te  

e ngage me nt with the  c ultura l he ritage . The se  

may range  fro m simple  image -ric h we b  site s to  

so phistic ate d thre e -dime nsio nal virtua l re a lity 

Figure  14: The  adjac e nt land ( in re d) to  the  Samarah bath 

(So urc e : Autho rs). 

Figure  15: Sc he matic  pro po sa l fo r the  de ve lo pme nt o f 

adjac e nt land to  samara  Bath (So urc e : Autho rs).
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visualizatio ns, inc luding  so und and lighting  

e ffe c ts. Suc h site s c an fo ste r c o llabo ratio n 

be twe e n c o mpute r sc ie ntists and c ultura l 

he ritage  pro fe ssio nals to  wo rk o n the se  are as. 

IT c an a lso  be  use d to  virtua lly re unite  parts 

that have  be e n dispe rse d. Fo r e xample , a  

virtua l re c o nstruc tio n o f the  bath and the  

surro unding  are a  c an pro vide  a  c o mple te  

visio n o f the  urban fabric  o f the  Old City. It is o ne  

o f the  be st e xample s to  impro ve  ac c e ss to  and 

unde rstanding  o f c ultura l he ritage . IT pro vide s 

e xc e lle nt frame wo rks fo r impro ving  ac c e ss to  

Gaza  arc hite c tura l he ritage . 

Revival of traditional craftworks 

Gaza  as o the r o ld to wns in the  are a  use d to  be  

famo us fo r its traditio nal handic ra fts that playe d 

a  ro le  in bo th physic a l and so c io -e c o no mic  life  

o f its c itize ns. The  famo us handic ra fts in Gaza  

are  po tte ry, g lass, bambo o , e mbro ide ry and 

te xtile . Othe r handic ra fts we re  a lso  use d in 

c o nstruc tio n suc h as wo o dwo rks, c o ppe r, iro n, 

gypsum and o the r c o nstruc tio n mate ria ls. The  

invasio n o f mo de rn mate ria ls and te c hnique s 

has c ause d the  vanishing  o f handic ra fts and 

the  e nding  o f pro fe ssio n suc c e ssio n fro m fathe r 

to  so n, e xc e pt fo r fe w c ase s in whic h the re  are  

rare  artisans who  still hardly fight to  ke e p the  

handic ra fts a live .  

The  pro po se d pro je c t a ims no t o nly to  the  re viva l 

o f traditio nal handic ra fts in Gaza , but a lso  to  

e nc o urage  the ir use  in buildings and so c ia l 

life  in the  c ity. It inc lude s the  e stab lishme nt o f 

wo rk spac e s in the  land plo t adjac e nt to  the  

hammam and a lo ngside  the  ac c e ss ro ute s. 

The  wo rk spac e s are  fo r artisans to  pro duc e  

pro duc ts and to  tra in inte re ste d tra ine e s to  

fo llo w up the  pro duc tio n and de ve lo pme nt o f 

the  handic ra fts. Pe rio dic a l e xhib itio ns fo r the  

pro duc ts c o uld take  plac e  in the  main hall o f 

the  hammam. 

Conclusion

It c o uld be  c o nc lude d that Samarah bath is 

o f a  vita l impo rtanc e  at re g io nal, natio nal and 

lo c a l le ve ls. It has an influe nc ing  c ultura l, so c ia l, 

arc hite c tura l and histo ric  impo rtanc e . The re fo re , 

the  c o nse rvatio n o f the  bath is an urge nt matte r. 

It sho uld be  c lassifie d as a  high prio rity ac tio n 

at bo th natio nal and lo c a l le ve ls de c isio n-

make rs age nda . The  c o nse rvatio n o f the  bath 

sho uld inc lude  no t o nly the  mainte nanc e  and 

pre se rvatio n o f its spac e s, struc ture  and syste ms, 

but a lso  inc lude s the  re spo nsib le  inte gratio n o f 

the  bath in the  o ld c ity’ s urban fabric  thro ugh a  

g ro up o f inte rve ntio ns as state d in the  pro po se d 

sc e nario . The  inte rve ntio ns will he lp re vive  

the  o rig ina l c harac te r o f the  o ld c ity o f Gaza , 

ac tivate  the  so c ia l, c ultura l and e c o no mic  

ac tivitie s and o ve rpo we r Samarah bath as a  

c e ntra l spac e  fo r the  pro po se d sc e nario .

References

Al-Are f, A. (1943) Histo ry o f Gaza . Orphan Ho use  fo r 

Publishing , Je rusa le m.

Al-Dabagh, M. (1996) Pale stine , Our Co untry. Al-Talia  

Printe ry. Be irut, Le bano n. 

Al-Mubaid, S. (1987) Gaza  and its Strip. Ge ne ra l 

Egyptian Asse mbly fo r Bo o ks, Cairo , Egypt. 

Al-Mubaid, S. (1995) Islamic  and Histo ric  Buildings 

in Gaza  City and the  Gaza  Strip. Ge ne ra l Egyptian 

Asse mbly fo r Bo o ks, Cairo , Egypt. 

Al-Mughani, N. (2007) De ve lo ping  the  Cultura l 

To urism Thro ugh Pre se rving  the  Arc hite c tura l 

He ritage . The  Inte rnatio nal Co nfe re nc e  o n Pre se rving  



www.manaraa.com
Arc hne t-IJAR, Inte rnatio nal Jo urnal o f Arc hite c tura l Re se arc h - Vo lume  3 - Issue  1 - Marc h 2009 

A Sustainable Approach for Urban Integration of Hammām Samārah in the Historic City of Gaza  
N

IH
A

D
 A

LM
U

G
H

A
N

Y
, 

 M
O

H
A

M
M

A
D

 E
L-

W
A

Z
IR

, 
 F

A
R

ID
 A

L-
Q

E
E
Q

  
a

n
d

  
H

O
S
A

M
  

D
A

W
O

O
D

 
185

the  Arc hite c tura l He ritage , 22-23 April 2007. The  

Islamic  Unive rsity, Gaza , Pa le stine . 

Al-Qe e q , F. & Al-Masri, A. (2007) An Appro ac h to  

Co nse rve  Gaza  Arc hite c tura l He ritage  Thro ugh 

Dig ita l Te c hno lo gy. The  2nd Inte rnatio nal Eng ine e ring  

Co nfe re nc e  o n Co nstruc tio n and De ve lo pme nt, 18-

19 June  2007. The  Islamic  Unive rsity, Gaza , Pa le stine . 

Al-Qe e q , F. & Al-Wazir, M. (2007) Asse ssme nt Study 

fo r Hammam El-Samra  Future . The  2nd Inte rnatio nal 

Eng ine e ring  Co nfe re nc e  o n Co nstruc tio n and 

De ve lo pme nt, 18-19 June  2007. The  Islamic  Unive rsity, 

Gaza , Pa le stine . 

Dawo d, H. (2005) Maste r disse rtatio n title d 

“Pre se rvatio n o f Cultura l He ritage  fo r Histo ric  Buildings 

in Gaza  Strip”. Al-Azhar Unive rsity, Cairo , Egypt. 

Munic ipa lity o f Gaza  – MOG (1996) Spe c ific  Plan o f 

Gaza  City, Gaza , Pa le stine . 

Skaik, K. (1980) Gaza  Thro ugh Histo ry, First Part. 

Ge ne ra l Egyptian Asse mbly fo r Bo o ks, Cairo , Egypt. 

-------------------------------------

Nihad Almughany
Dr. Nihad Almughany is an expert in Historic Buildings 

and Conservation Areas. He can be contacted at 

nihad@mogaza.org.

-------------------------------------

Mohammad El-Wazir
Eng. Mohammad El-Wazir is the construction Dept. 

Manager at Al-Azhar University, and  Via Maris 

– Hammam Senior Project Engineer. He can be 

contacted at mohwaz@hotmail.com.

-------------------------------------

Farid Al-Qeeq
Dr. Farid Al-Qeeq is the head of Department of 

Architecture, IUG University, Gaza. He can be 

contacted at falqeeq@iugaza.edu.

-------------------------------------

Hosam Dawood
Arch. Hosam Dawood  is a lecturer of Architectural 

Conservation, IUG University, Gaza. He can be 

contacted at hosamdawod@yahoo.com. 

 


